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Consequences for failure to pay

 Petition filed 
 Extended probation
 Incarceration
 Civil judgment
 More court visits
 No expungement
 Debt





Problems of Fines and Fees for 
Youth
Impractical
Youth have limited or no access to money

Undermines rehabilitation
Destabilizes families
Leads to increased recidivism

Increases racial disparities in justice system



DOJ Recommendations/
Legal Authority
The constitution demands unique protections for youth in 
the juvenile justice system in light of their diminished 
culpability and greater prospects for reform:
 Presume that young people are unable to pay
 No punishment without determination of ability to pay
 No discrimination, including disparate impact 
 Consider whether fines or fees comport with 

rehabilitative goals of juvenile justice system
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